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The theme for this Wyvern magazine is COMMUNITY.

What is Community? What does it mean as a Residential College? 
How important has it been that we have maintained a sense of 
community in this COVID year? These are questions I’ve asked  
as I sit down to write.

According to a Google definition, a community is 
“a group of people living in the same place or 
having a particular characteristic in common.” 
So, with little effort King’s College fits this 
definition. However, those who live here would 
describe this residential community, we hope,  
in a much more positively descriptive way. 

This year has seen an unprecedented change in direction for 
King’s College. For 107 years, it was a community of men but 
in February 2020, we welcomed 75 women as members of the 
College community. The College was full and there was a waiting 
list. We could not have hoped for a better start to this year. 
However, no one realised at the Enrolment Dinner in February, 
just how significantly our community would be affected and 
challenged by the threat of a looming pandemic, nor how having 
a sense of community would so strongly impact the College’s 
and students’ abilities to ride out the storm of COVID-19. 

While the College responded appropriately to all the measures 
announced over the following weeks, the decision to remain 
open was deliberately taken for the sake of the community. 
There have been no regrets. It was not easy, requiring a strong 
coordinator in the Deputy Master, Peter Walker, and cooperation 
from the students who stayed in College (the majority did) 
throughout the worst of the pandemic. So, a new community 
thrived and developed. Importantly, our student leaders and 
those who chose to remain in College, did not ignore those who 
returned to their hometowns over this time. On the contrary, 
the community in the College and those away, stayed strong 

throughout so that when some restrictions lifted, many 
returned to College.

Semester Two brought something of a return to normal life, 
and the students threw themselves into embracing their 
newly constituted community on and off the fields, in ICC 
sporting and cultural competitions. Remarkably, the men won 
the Old Collegians’ Cup for men’s sport for the 19th time 
in 20 years, and the College finished 3rd in the Sir Zelman 
Cowen Cup for cultural competition. The highlight, though, 
was that our King’s women – only 60 in number (Semester 
2), finished 5th in their first year of ICC competition. The 
support of almost the entire College at the netball matches, 
reflected the strength of the relationships that the women  
and men of King’s had already established.

This new community at King’s has taken shape and matured 
rather more quickly than we might have anticipated. That 
would appear to be one positive outcome from the impact 
of COVID on King’s College. Naturally, I look forward to 2021 
and the opportunity to develop this community further, with 
a new cohort of students and student leaders. It remains an 
exciting time for King’s College.

Thank you all for your support of King’s through 2020. 
Everyone here joins with me in wishing you the blessings 
of Christmas. May 2021 bring you safety, happiness and 
good health.

Front Cover: The King’s community 
celebrate the first Netball team’s  
1 point win against Cromwell

Below: (End of O-Week Dinner) Student 
Leadership Team and Freshers.

Gregory C Eddy 
Master and Chief Executive 

It was evident from the moment the 
gates were opened on Sunday 16 
February, Enrolment Day 2020 would 
be recorded and remembered as an 
historic Day for King’s College.

An exciting day for the 75 women and 116 men 
who after 107 years became members of a  
co-residential King’s community. From early 
morning, the media and PR agency present on 
the day were kept busy interviewing students and 
staff, with parents carrying paraphernalia setting 
the background scene. It was all to be screened  
on prime time news bulletins later in the evening.

Following lunch, a final farewell to parents and family 
before the 2020 cohort were made welcome by their 
flat’s Residential Assistants and Student leaders. As 
evening approached it was soon time to officially 
welcome the 2020 Fresher cohort to the Enrolment 
Dinner. The men were presented with the King’s tie 
and the women, a silver necklace embossed with  
the Wyvern. 

In addition to a high number of scholarships and 
bursaries awarded on the night, two distinguished 
candidates, Dr Janet MacDonald (below left) and  
Sally Watson (below right) were presented with tippets 
and welcomed as new Fellows of King’s College. 

Enrolment Day  
and Dinner

The first Kingswoman  
(Lily Woods) and Kingsman, 
Mathew Early, sign the College 
Register.



Courting  
the Greats
Dr John Maunder 
Bachelor of Medicine and  
Bachelor of Surgery 2016 
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) 2012

King’s (2009 – 11)

On the day John graduated from UQ with a Bachelor of 
Engineering, he was enjoying a chicken ‘Parmie’ and a cold 
beer with his parents at the Regatta Hotel when lunch was 
interrupted by a phone call from his doctor. It was a call that 
would change his life forever. John was diagnosed with a form 
of Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a rare form of blood cancer; one that 
can be treated but not cured. 

John realised his passion was in medicine and just two weeks 
into his rigorous regime of chemotherapy and other treatments 
he commenced his medical degree also at UQ, successfully 
graduating in 2016.

After being a patient myself,  
I feel that I’ve been set up  
with some of the skills  
to better engage with 
sick people and sitting 
down and connecting 
with patients is 
something that  
I really enjoy.

John has a strong desire to give back to the community and 
throughout his cancer treatment, has raised a tremendous 
$100,000 through cancer awareness events including the 
World’s Greatest Shave for the Leukaemia Foundation and the 
Ride to Conquer Cancer - a punishing 220km ride through the 
Brisbane Valley. 

John is passionate about orthopaedic surgery and currently 
lives on the Sunshine coast with fiancé Sam Hows, working at 
the Sunshine Coast University Hospital. He is also a lecturer 
in the School of Medicine at Griffith University and the current 
President of the Sunshine Coast Junior Doctor Society. 

A leader in many fields, John is also an inspiring athlete, having 
represented Australia in the Triathlon World Championships in 
Switzerland in 2019. 

The Master, Greg Eddy was delighted to be a part of a select 
number who attended this year’s celebration held at Customs 
House. The King’s community warmly congratulates John on 
receiving his award. 

The resilience demonstrated throughout the 
College on every front has been remarkable 
and I congratulate the King’s community under 
the leadership of the Master, Greg Eddy, the 
Executive Team, Staff and College Council 
colleagues for having the foresight, agility and 
speed to adjust easily to the necessary changes.

In particular, I congratulate the students of 2020. In a recent 
Strategic Planning Day for the College, current Student Club 
President, Liam Phelps spoke of how tight knit the cohort 
quickly became with the impending COVID restrictions. Lifelong 
friendships were forged moreso than any of his previous years 
at King’s. With so many sporting, cultural and social activities 
brought to a halt, creativity was required. King’s became the true 
essence of a community providing a safe inclusive co-residential 
environment away from home. This was re-enforced to me when 
speaking to many parents at the recent Annual Parents' Cocktail 
Party of just how grateful they were that the College remained 
open throughout the year.

The new adapted learning environment continued to host over 
100 tutorials each week and provide learning support to those at 
College or online at home. This year has produced some of our 
best academic results on record! We celebrate the success of 
Dr John Maunder, (King’s 2009 - 2011) awarded The University 
of Queensland’s prestigious Young Alumni of the Year award. If 
anything, John’s story (left) optimizes the meaning of resilience. 

I would like to acknowledge two Council Members retiring 
this year, Craig Chapman (2000 – 2001 and again from 
2012 – 2020) and Scott Young (2012 – 2020). I thank you 
both for your service to King’s College.

It seems a long time between welcoming the first cohort 
of women to the College at the Enrolment Dinner in 
February of this year, to the recent Valedictory Dinner 
where we honoured those who leave us after calling King’s 
home; some for up to four years. You have been the 
true witnesses of change and as senior members of the 
College, I thank you all for the leadership you have shown 
to the King’s community, particularly this year.

Finally, in another reason to celebrate, the college publically 
announced on 16 October it was effectively a ‘full house’ 
for 2021. In the College’s history, never has this happened 
so early in the lead up to the next academic year. We have 
been inundated with a balance of applications from women 
and men across the country, and from a range of new 
secondary schools.

I take this opportunity to sincerely thank you for your 
support in what has been a year (despite all) to celebrate 
at King’s. May you stay safe and have time to enjoy family 
and friends this festive season.

Brett Robinson 
President, King’s College Council

Above (L-R): Peter Varghese AO, 
Chancellor; Greg Eddy, Master;  
Sam Hows; John Maunder; Deborah 
Terry AO, Vice-Chancellor and President

A Positive Disruption
With the anticipation of 2020 already marked to be an historic 
year for the College, who would have thought the year would 
be one with so many positives and reasons to ‘celebrate’.



FROM THE  
2020 KCSC President

In a year with the overbearing negative of 
COVID-19, King’s as a co-residential community 
has managed to prosper. There are the tangible 
successes, such as a 12th straight men’s sports 
victory, 3rd in the cultural cup, or 5th in our 
first year of women’s sports, but I believe the 
King’s spirit has shone through more with our 
intangible efforts.

If anyone tried to tell me that King’s would integrate as a co-
residential college as quickly as we did, I definitely would not have 
believed them. It would be easy for us all to write this year off, 
but instead we have made the most of the circumstances and 
created a year to remember. 

While I do believe COVID left us no choice but to become 
close, I would never have predicted how seamless the 
transition to a co-residential college would be. Huge 
credit must be given to the staff, parents and the council,  
but King’s would not be what it is without the students.  
We have created an atmosphere that could not be 
replicated and I will miss being around this community. 

I am sure that we have created the platform for many 
more years of success and I couldn’t be more proud to 
be a part of it.

Liam Phelps 
President, King’s College Student Club

FROM THE  

2021 KCSC President and Vice President
I was born in Brisbane and moved to the 
Gold Coast at an early age where my family 
currently live. I went to All Saints' Anglican 
School until grade 8 then moved to The 
Southport School (TSS) as a day student 
until I graduated in 2018. It was at TSS 
my decision to come to King’s was greatly 
influenced and the final deciding factor was my 
brother Angus urging me to come also which is a 
decision I'm very happy I made. A decision I am very happy 
I made. This year I have been lucky enough to be elected 
KCSC President for 2021. I see this as an absolute privilege 
and I am grateful to my current King’s Collegians for giving 
me this opportunity.

Over the two years I’ve been here I have made everlasting memories 
and lifelong friends in an environment that has supported me in the 
transition between school and university life. As a Fresher coming to 
King’s in 2019, I did not think that I would be continuing my King’s 
experience for two, let alone three years. During my time here, I found 
that King’s was the perfect place for me and I have transformed into 
a more confident and social person, directly attributed to my College 
experience.

This year I was fortunate enough to take on the role of 2nd year 
representative and was able to be a part of the executive during the 
significant change being the inclusion of women into the College. 
After just one year, I believe King’s has seen a significant change and 
I am more than excited for next year, further assisting the transition 
from single sex to co residential living. Despite 2020 having its 
numerous issues, I found it to be a great year for the College and 
from feedback from all King’s students, the best place to be during 
a global pandemic is King’s College! Where else can you be in a 
household surrounded by 300 of your closest mates? 

A huge thankyou to all administrative staff, RA’s and the current 
executive team lead by Liam Phelps. Bryce and I hope to continue 
the great work into 2021 and strive to maintain the title of the pre-
eminent College in Australia.

James Murray 
2021 President, King’s College Student Club

Having been born in the Sunshine Coast 
and attending Matthew Flinders 
Anglican College from Prep until Year 
12 with past King’s Collegians, I am 
happy to say my decision to attend 
King’s College has been completely 
without regret. I am greatly fortunate 
for my opportunity to be the KCSC Vice 
President for 2021.

Year 12 involved a lot of tossing and turning regarding what 
path I was going to take post-graduation. However, my 
decision was finally concluded thanks to past Flinders' then 
King’s students. A choice I can safely admit has shaped 
me into the man I am today. King’s is more than what some 
view as merely accommodation. The number of mates I 
have bonded with, endless support from everyone involved, 
the sense of family and community that comes with it, has 
been, and will forever be, priceless to not only myself but 
every single Kingsman and woman I have spoken to. 

Since entering King’s as a naive fresher, I was immediately 
influenced by the 2019 KCSC Executive to go in the running 
to have the chance to take up the same responsibility as 
they had. Seeing the effort they put into making our O-week 
the best possible. I am more than keen to make next year 
the best of the three for not only myself but everyone 
involved. 

2020 has been an uncharted and challenging year for the 
extended King’s community. However, with thanks to the 
relentless assistance from Greg Eddy and Peter Walker, all 
involved have finished the year on a high note. There’s been 
a long legacy left behind to uphold, but I am doubtless in 
saying our team will perform to the bar and even above 
to make 2021 one of the most memorable years of our 
College experience. 

Bryce Harrison 
2021 Vice President, King’s College Student Club

If transitioning to co-residency in 2020 wasn’t already 
bringing significant change to the King’s community, 
then the impact of the global pandemic that shall not be 
named ensured that new challenges were very much on 
the agenda. So after all of the monumental events of this 
year, especially one in which most activities were shut 
down for periods of time, it would be fair to ask whether it 
has been a successful one here at King’s?

To our great joy we have been able to 
celebrate a plethora of successes. One 
memorable example in our successful 
defence of the Old Collegians’ Cup for men’s 
sport was the Francis & Kassulke Cup rugby 
match, live streamed for the first time, where 
our men fought hard to overcome a spirited 
St Leo’s. The result – 20-19 – and the 12th year 
in a row we have brought home the cup. 

Our King’s women, who showed that while they may have 
been fewer in number they were greater in heart, also proved 
they could rise to the challenge. Perhaps the best and most 
historically memorable example of this was the first ever King’s 
netball match vs Cromwell where, with an enormous but 
anxious King’s community encouraging them on, our team 
dug deep to shut out Cromwell in the final quarter, coming 
from behind to win 15-14. 

In the ICC Cultural competition our 3rd place finish reflected 
how well we performed throughout the year and the result 
means is it is difficult to highlight just one example of our 
success. Our performance in One Act Play, in which we 
took first place, so impressed the judges that immediately 
following the performance one turned and checked that they 
had actually written it themselves! And while we may not have 
taken top honours in Bandfest this year the performance 
of the King’s band, who later went on to perform at the 
wonderful Annual Parents’ Cocktail Party on the King’s 
forecourt, was outstanding and only matched by the covid-
limited crowd of supporters’ vocal enthusiasm of them. 

Those are just a few of many examples of success this 
year but importantly serve as prime examples, especially to 
those who had the privilege of being there, of the passion, 
determination and community spirit that was on display right 
through a busy semester two calendar. And despite the 
numerous hardships of the year there are a range of other 
successes to be celebrated for King’s in 2020. Academically 
our members have adapted well to the uncertainty presented 
to them in semester one and the introduction of more online 
delivery of content to produce some of the best academic 
results in recent times.

During the initial stages of the pandemic lockdown our 
members proved their willingness and dedication to give 
back to others by making themselves available to those 
in the local community who needed assistance gathering 
groceries, medications or simply getting a task completed. 
This impressive level of caring continued post-lockdown where 
the desire to give back continued and we saw large numbers 
participating in the King’s in Pink fun run and walk for breast 
cancer and record turnouts for our Bushcare program. 

But perhaps the success I’d most like to celebrate in 2020 
is the strength and support our community displayed toward 
each other. From the very beginning of the year, before the 
pandemic dominated our lives, every new member of the 
King’s community was welcomed and made to feel at home. 

When the difficult times came 
our community took notice 
and adapted, they helped each 
other transition to the ‘new 
normal’, and most importantly 
they ensured that no Kingsman 
or Kingswoman was left behind 
– even those who happened to 
be further afield for a time. 

Ultimately they displayed a maturity, understanding, and caring 
well beyond their years. The greatest success for King’s in 
2020 is that our community didn’t just survive the challenges 
presented this year but met them head on and thrived. And we 
couldn’t be more proud. 

Peter Walker

FROM THE  

DEPUTY MASTER



It has been a very difficult year for all in the education sector. No 
one could have ever imagined 2020 would play out the way it has. As 
COVID-19 continues to have an impact in Australia and around the 
world university life is set to transform even further, both in and out 
of the classroom. What we have learned from 2020 is that King’s is 
up to the challenge!  

King’s commenced the academic year like most 
years – albeit as a newly co-residential College. 
Very quickly, however, staff and students alike 
had to adjust to online learning due to COVID-19. 
The College’s major academic program – the 
tutorial program – offers 100+ tutorials in-person 
each week. In any normal semester this is no 
small feat. Having to suddenly transition so many 
tutorials as well as King’s auxiliary academic 
support services (e.g. writing consultations, career 
support) to online delivery came with a range of 
challenges, particularly around scheduling; platform 
accessibility; and because not all subject material 
is able to be easily restructured for online learning. 
These challenges forced everyone to approach 
learning in a different way – something that did not 
come easily for every student. 

For the first half of Semester 1, then, we were rapidly tweaking 
learning and teaching strategies and adapting our services 
to ensure students were not being disadvantaged with the 
new mode of delivery. We also worked hard to help students 
to successfully navigate the rapid changes happening in their 
course lectures, tutorials, workshops and labs and in a range 
of university assessment policies. But in the end, despite all of 
the challenges and uncertainties students encountered, their 
hard work, determination, and resilience paid off. In Semester 1, 
King’s achieved some of the best academic results the College 
has ever recorded – so congratulations to all! Some academic 
highlights for the College in Semester 1 2020 included: 

Master’s Lunch for 
Academic High Achievers 

Semester 1 2020

Amugoda Anjana
William Barrenger

Lily Bates^
Samuel Becker*^

Daniel Broadbridge
Toby Buckley*^
Corey Cartmill

Kasey Chandler
Alexander Civil
Neve Collins^
Damon Cook^

Samuel Copley^
Brett Davidson
Oliver Derlin^

Fynn Donaldson
Jacob Dwyer
Hugo Emery

Nicholas Erzetic*^
James Finnimore
Nicholas Flannery

William Fox^
Ben Funnell^

Megan Galbraith
Sophia Glasgow
Mikayla Graves
Alexandra Hale^

Tom Harris*^
Bryce Harrison
Patrick Hastie*^

James Hegedus^
Arthur Hill

Patrick Indorato*^
Samuel Johnston

Dexter Kalumo
Sam Kanizay

*Achieved a semester GPA of 7.0         ^Achieved university Dean’s List

10 students achieving  
a GPA of 7 (out of 7)

Samuel Becker, Toby Buckley, Nicholas Erzetic, 
Tom Harris, Patrick Hastie, Patrick Indorato, 
Aniket Kumar, Mitchell Laughlin, Nicholas 

McLaughlan and Matt Richards 

30 students achieving their university 
Dean’s List (GPAs of 6.5/6.6 or above), 
with 15 of these students being First-year students

8 students were recognised  
on a university Dean’s List 

(From within our new cohort of female students) 

30% of College 
achieved a 

semester GPA  
of 6.0 or better

47% of the 
College achieved 
a semester GPA 
of 5.5 or better

Of course, however, the hard work continues. We are fortunate 
that Semester 2 has now brought a bit more normality to college 
and university life. With most of King’s tutorial program, and many 
university tutorials and practicals, returning to  
in-person this semester, students are now able to get support 
at King’s and at their universities both online, and in person, 
simultaneously. With this support, and the experience of Semester 
1 behind us, I am confident that our students have been given every 
opportunity to succeed academically and to produce similar (or 
better) results in Semester 2*. 

There are many people who have helped to make the 2020 
academic year at King’s a success. The Academic Support 
Team – which includes 60+ Tutors, the Writing Consultant, and 5 
Academic Residential Assistants (ARAs) – have worked diligently in 
these uncertain times to make the transition to online learning and 
support as smooth as possible for our students. Thanks to you all 
for your unwavering commitment to providing exceptional service!  
Many thanks also to the College Council for acknowledging the 
importance of this team through continued financial support of the 
College’s academic and careers programs and services. 

The year 2020 will undoubtedly be a year to remember for 
numerous reasons - and the College’s academic success should 
no doubt be one of them! As we approach 2021, King’s looks 
forward to continuing to deliver our full range of academic support 
programs and our employability and careers workshops and 
events. Regardless of what 2021 brings, we as a College are 
grateful for what this year has taught us and the knowledge that 
we are capable of adapting to whatever comes our way! 

Tony Andres

* Semester 2 2020 results were not yet  
released at the time of writing.

Kara Kroon^
Aniket Kumar*^

Mitchell Laughlin*^
Albert Le

Samuel Lucena^
Annika Luebbe^

Hayden Lumsden
Flynn Martin

Nicholas McLaughlan*^
Priya Mulligan^

Ky Newitt
Kristian Norved^
Lachlan Pacheco

Jack Peters
Riley Pollard

Sarah Raftery^
Sophie Rice

Matt Richards*^
Duke Robertson
Hayden Russo

Nicholas Schmidhauser
Emily Scott

Bailey Serafin
William Splatt^
Tallis Stanhope

Edmund Stephen
Marc Stofberg

Ryan Sun
Holly Willmore^
Jocelyn Wilson

Jonathon Woods^
Edison Yang^
Nat Young^

Third-year resident, Toby Buckley, 
was awarded King’s Scholar for the 
2019 academic year at the Dr David 
Williams’ Lecture in August. 

Toby received the award in his final semester for 
sustaining a cumulative GPA of 6.75 (out of 7) in 
the Bachelor of Biomedical Science with provisional 
entry to Medicine at UQ. He is a recipient of the 
prestigious UQ Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship 
and has achieved the Dean’s Commendation for 
Academic Excellence in multiple semesters. In 
addition to using his talents to regularly tutor high 
school students he is also a member of the UQ 
Premedical Society, and is one of the Academic 
Residential Assistants (ARAs) supporting students 
at King’s this year. Looking ahead, Toby would like 
to work in anaesthetics or emergency medicine 
and then join the global humanitarian organisation, 
Doctors Without Borders, to assist in conflict zones 
and countries affected by endemic diseases. Toby 
will commence the Doctor of Medicine program at 
UQ in 2021. 

Congratulations and well done, Toby!

King’s Scholar

to you all!to you all!

FROM THE  

DIRECTOR OF ACADEMIC 
AND CAREER SERVICES



ICC Sport, Cultural 
and Community 

Francis and Kassulke Cup

Rowing

Athletics Team

Basketball

AFL

One Act Play  

St Lucia Bushcare

Mullets for Mental Health 
Raising funds for mental health research

Do It In A Dress  
Raising money to educate Girls in Africa

Swimming

College  
Idol 

Soccer

Soccer

Netball



KING'S COLLEGE      2020 



Senior Common Room 
Wine and Cheese Evening 

Dr David  
Williams Dinner

2nd Year Drinks

3rd year and 
Later Dinner

Universities also play a profound role in our communities.

Contrary to a prevailing assumption, universities do not 
exist in isolation.

Indeed, they never have – from their medieval origins 
in Europe, universities have always been engaged in 
the wider world.

And academia has always been a seminal part  
of progressive urban centres.

Our universities deliver the skilled graduate labour force 
required for local and national productivity and growth.

Their discoveries help drive the industries and the jobs 
of the future.

For these reasons, and many more, I’m of the view that 
– right now – we need our universities more than ever.

ANZAC Day

Less than a month into her tenure, The University of 
Queensland’s Vice-Chancellor and President, Professor 
Deborah Terry AO, returned to King’s to deliver the  
Dr David Williams lecture. She was warmly welcomed.

Aptly titled, Fact, Evidence and Discovery: The vital role 
of our universities in pandemic recovery, the subject was 
perfect as students had just returned from the mid-year break 
following first semester at College and university. For some 
guests, this was the first outing in quite some time. 

In line with the theme of this Wyvern following are those remarks 
expressed by the Vice-Chancellor around ‘Community.’ 



fun run & walk
King's supporting women's cancers

Congratulations to this year’s King’s In Pink Student Committee 
members, Daniel Broadbridge, Lucas Ladyman, Fynn Donaldson 
and Sophie Rice. A fabulous $6,000 was raised for Breast Cancer 
Network Australia. The annual event, now in its twelfth year was 
held on the Sunday after the Parents’ Cocktail party in mid-
October. In the lead up to the Fun Run and Walk the committee 
was kept busy collecting raffle/auction items and selling event 
tickets. A special thanks again to the many parents, (current and 
past) friends, and suppliers who so generously donated items. 

Thérèse Eddy (Patron), who initiated and founded King’s In Pink 
12 years ago, was on hand to pass on her valuable experience 
and encouragement.

Well done to all participants including Old Collegians, family, staff, 
students from all Colleges, parents and even pooches!   

Brunch and pink ‘bubbles’  
were enjoyed before the 
many raffle prizes and silent 
auctions were drawn. 

Look out for King’s In 
Pink 2021. Fundraising 
merchandise will  
be on sale in  
Semester 1!

Silent Auction
Donors Prize Donors

L-R:  Taryn O’Brien from BCNA, 
KIP Committee members; Dan 
Broadbridge and Fynn Donaldson.

Valedictory Dinner



Malcolm Whyte turns  
One of Canberra’s most distinguished citizens, Emeritus 
Professor Malcolm Whyte AO (King’s 1938 – ’41), celebrated 
turning 100 in October by hosting a Zoom party. 

The son of missionaries, Professor Whyte spent the first eight years 
of his life in India. He later went to school in Ipswich and studied at 
The University of Queensland, his studies interrupted by World War 
II. He served with the army in Borneo and the Celebes.

Malcolm was the foundation professor at The John Curtin School of 
Medical Research. He was the first chairman of Lifeline Canberra in 
1971 and also trained as a telephone counsellor. In the mid-70s, he 
switched careers to focus more on community health, spearheading 
drug and alcohol counselling in Canberra.

When asked how did he feel to be 100? “Ah, no different,”  
he said, gently.“I think of a Buddhist saying, ‘Before 
enlightenment; chop wood, carry water. After enlightenment; 
chop wood, carry water’.

I would like to firstly express my thanks 
to the many contributors to the College, 
whether it is the Members of the College, 
Staff, Council Members, Friends, Old 
Collegians or acquaintances. King’s is a 
vibrant and successful Community because 
of the efforts of so many. It has been a 
challenging year with COVID-19 disrupting 
an otherwise highly successful year for the 
College with the welcoming of King’s first 
Women to the College. 

Events during the year
In an otherwise truncated calendar of events, KOCA only 
completed two of the normal events for the calendar year being 
the ‘Welcome to KOCA Drinks’ held in February at the Port 
Office Hotel and the AGM. 

Welcome to KOCA Drinks 2020
The 2020 event saw about 30 Old Collegians joined by the 
Master and his wife Thérèse, Deputy Master, the KCSC 
Executive and a number of the Senior Leaders of the College. 

The KOCA 
Scholarship awarded 
to Callum Tucker 
at the Valedictory 
Dinner.

Welcome to the  
2021 Old Collegians

This year sees fifty members join the ranks of the KOCA and 
obviously our first women members. Welcome to you all. 

I attended the Valedictory Dinner and it was great to see 
the spirit of the College has not diminished at all with a 
raucous night of celebration had by all the Valedicts and 
the College members. 

Vote of thanks to Scott Young 
and Craig Chapman

I take this opportunity to thank Scott Young (King’s 1984 – ‘86) 
and Craig Chapman (King’s 1984 –‘89), Old Collegians who 
have served the College as Councillors for the past 9 years. Both 
Scott and Craig are stepping off Council as of 31 December 2020 
after many years of service and support to the College. 

While on Council Scott has further contributed as the Chair of the 
Foundation Advisory Committee, on which both Craig and I also 
sit. The Foundation Advisory Committee is charged with providing 
input to the Finance Committee and the King’s College Council 
on matters relating to the College Foundation funds, fundraising 
and broader community engagement initiatives. The role Scott 
and Craig has played on this Committee has greatly aided in the 
establishment of a sustainable and well governed Foundation 
to support the College into the future. Indeed, Craig led the 
governance review of the Committee when it was apparent the 
structures required revisiting. 

Craig has acted as a pseudo-Office of General Counsel for the 
College, aiding the Master and all Council members greatly in 
many legal and regulatory matters. 

In case you missed it…

Congratulations to Liam Wright (King’s 2016), Reds 
Captain and Wallaby this Rugby Season on his efforts. 

During the year Harry Hockings (King’s 2016), Tate 
McDermott and Jock Campbell (King’s 2014 – ‘15) 
have all started at different times for the Reds. 

John Maunder (King’s 2009 –‘12), for recognition 
as a UQ Distinguished Young Alumnus.

Justin Cridland (King’s 2016 – ‘19), continues  
to dominate on the national touch fields! 

2020 Annual General Meeting  
Committee Elections 
On 28 August 2020 KOCA held its first hybrid AGM 
hosted both physically and digitally. Approximately 
15 King’s Old Collegians joined the KOCA 

Management Committee in person at the College’s 
Chapel with another 20 or so joining online. 

The format proved successful and with one under our belt, 
the KOCA Management Committee will most likely continue 
the digital format in future years. 

The key items of business for the AGM were:

 • Amendment to the KOCA Constitution. The updated 
version can be found on the Old Collegians’ Portal within 
the College’s webpage. 

 • Election of the Office Bearers and Management 
Committee of KOCA.

The Management Committee for K.O.C.A for the 2020-2021 
year are:

 • Blake Miller (President and Council Representative ex-Offico) 
(2003 - 2007)

 • Harrison Wildman (Vice-President and Council Representative) 
(2005 - 2006)

 • Matthew Morgan (Treasurer)  (2004 - 2007)
 • Tony Charlesworth (Secretary) (1999 - 2005 )
 • Brad De Luca (Council Representative) (2002 - 2004)
 • Andrew Collins (2016)
 • Nathan Huehne (2012 - 2013)
 • Andrew Lynch (2016)
 • Jake Lengui (2016)
 • Connor Martin (2017 - 2018)

I am thankful for the support of these gentlemen and appreciate their 
efforts greatly in ensuring the ‘Spirit of King’s remains evergreen’.

Key dates in 2021:
Key dates in addition to the College’s many events include:

Last Friday of February 2021 – ‘Welcome to K.O.C.A. Drinks”. 
Held each year this informal evening event, starting around 
5:30pm, sees current and Old Collegians meet up for a casual 
afternoon / early evening catch up in the CBD. Tradition is to 
assemble at the Port Office Hotel, but keep a look out for any 
update on venue on the KOCA Facebook group or via email. 

Last Friday of July 2021 – “K.O.C.A Annual General Meeting”. 
The annual meeting starting at 5.30pm involves the elections of 
officer bearers and other important governance activities, but 
more importantly, a chance to enjoy a relaxed evening with other 
Kingsmen and Kingswomen. This year it was delayed to ensure 
there was the ability to form a quorum in person. In 2021 we will 
continue with a digital and physical AGM. Look out for details 
emailed directly to your contact emails held by the College. 

Keep a look out for: 
Throughout the year there are a number of Society events 
– These are smaller format gatherings of current College 
members, Old Collegians, guests and College Staff for a night 
of networking and sharing of professional insights for the 
assembled group. The Societies currently operating are the:

 • Cooper-Foote Society for Law 

 • Miles-Watson Society for Engineering   

 • Broomhead-Ferros Society for Business, Commerce  
and Economics

 • Whyte-Pegg Society for Health and Medical Sciences 

The dates for these events shift around subject to the University 
and College schedules and are typically direct invite events 
targeting King’s members and Old Collegians within a particular 
professional field. Please look out for invites throughout the year 
via email or on the KOCA Facebook group.

If you are seeking mentorship, reconnection with other members 
or to join and aid the committee, please reach out to any of the 
management committee. 

In closing I wish all of the College community a safe and happy 
holiday season and all the best for the New Year. 

All Hail the Great Wyvern.  
Blake Miller 

Looking ahead to 2021…
2021 will hopefully be a much simpler year for KOCA and for us all. 
We will look to build more digital events and continue engagement 
with members globally. The KOCA Facebook Group, which is 
a closed group, will be our key social media platform to stay 
connected and create connections with our members. I encourage 
all Old Collegians to search for our groups on Facebook. Please 
ensure you otherwise update your contact details with the KOCA as 
we do email all members from time to time. 

“I’ve likened turning 100 to crossing the equator. 
There’s a bit of ceremony and fun and everything 
else, but it didn’t hurt. There was no bump.”

Still keeping active, Malcolm has just renewed his driver’s 
licence for another five years!

Congratulations Malcolm from all the King’s Community.

The Master, Greg Eddy was online  
to join the celebration.

Hello King’s Old Collegians, Friends 
of the College, Parents, Partners  
and Staff of the College. 



VALE The College is aware of the deaths 
of the following members of the 

College community.

Dr Colin Birch (King’s 1970 – ’73)  
Passed away 15 December 2015.

Duncan Paterson (King’s 1959 – ’61)  
Passed away in July 2020 aged 80.

Rev Dr Noel Preston (King’s 1964 - ’66)  
Noel and his wife Olga were often guests at the  

Theologs’ lunch held at King’s annually.

Dr Brian Wilson OAM (King’s 1942 – ’46)  
Passed away peacefully on 6 March aged 96 years old.  

Brian was the King’s College Student Club President in 1945.

Dr Barry Mollenhauer (King’s 1956 – ’59)  
Passed away 3 August aged 82. Barry was a Fellow of the 
College in recognition of his extraordinary professional life. 

Dr Kenneth Carroll (King’s 1951 – ’56)  
Passed away 28 August 2018.

Dr Herb Kessler (King’s 1947 – ’48)  
Passed away on 1 February 2020, aged 96.

Following WW2 RAAF service, Herb studied 
Dentistry while at King’s. For the movie buffs, 

Herb’s granddaughter is the acclaimed Australian 
actress, Margot Robbie. 

Dr Brian Gilmore OAM (King’s 1952 – ’54)  
Passed away 6 March 2020, aged 96. 

Rev Brian Whitlock (King’s 1956)  
Passed away 14 November 2020.

Dr Maureen Aitken  
(Fellow of King’s)  
Passed away 9 July 2020

Much loved and long-time friend of 
King’s, Dr Maureen Aitkens was a 
welcome guest at many formal dinners 
at the College, always warm and 
engaging. Maureen was Principal of The 
Women’s College within The University 
of Queensland from 1990 until her 
retirement at the end of 2008. In 2007 
she was awarded an Honorary Doctorate 
in recognition of her outstanding 

contribution to the University as well 
as her time as President of the 
University’s Alumni Association. 

She was appointed as a Fellow of 
King’s College in 2008 and then 

to the Board of Fellows, tirelessly 
serving the College until her 
passing in July 2020. She was 
a dedicated Platinum Club 
Donor, giving to the College 
over many years. 

John Alfred Roberts 
BVSc, PhD, MACVSc, BA (King’s 
1952 – ’56)  
Passed away on 28 March 2020.

Born and raised in Melbourne, 
John attended Wesley College 
where he excelled at swimming 
and rowing. He chose the 
University of Queensland to study 
Veterinary science which was not offered 
in Victoria at that time. In his early university days in 
Queensland, John contracted polio, a devastating diagnosis 
that required an arduous rehabilitation program. During 
his recuperation at the Toowoomba hospital, one of John’s 
nurses was (Janet) Mary McKelvie. 

John was a Kingsman, starting his college life at Kangaroo Point 
before transferring into the newly built facilities at the St Lucia 
campus. In 1956, on the completion of John’s veterinary science 
degree, and 4 years after they first met, John and Mary were married 
in the chapel of King’s College.  Theirs was only the second wedding 
in the chapel, though they had hoped to be the first! 

Upon graduating, John’s first professional role was to set up 
veterinary practice on the York Peninsula, South Australia. A move 
to Canberra (1959-1962) to complete his PhD studies at ANU 
was followed by a move to Ithaca in New York State to undertake 
postdoctoral research at Cornell University (1962-1964). By this time, 
with four children, the family was complete.

On return to Australia, John was recruited by the CSIRO to work 
at the Long Pocket laboratories, Brisbane and the family settled in 
Brookfield for the formative years. A UK ‘gap year’ of sorts in 1971 
interrupted the stable Brookfield life when John accepted a year’s 
tenure at Loughborough University and the family relocated to rural 
Leicestershire, England.

In recognition of his distinguished contributions to international 
veterinary science in the fields of technical and scientific assistance 
to developing countries, John was awarded the Kesteven Award by 
the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) and the Australian and 
New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists (ANZCVS) in 1992. 
The citation for the award notes that the significance of John’s work 
during his postings in Asia was his ability to identify local problems, 
and to solve them in the same locality. 

John died peacefully on 28 March 2020. He is survived by his wife Mary, 
children Jennifer, Katherine, Berenice and Alexander, and their families.

Every year a significant number of people provide valuable philanthropic 
support to the College Foundation through acts of support – financial 
and otherwise. The College is, as always, enormously grateful to you all 
for your generosity. Below is a list of those who have contributed to 
the College Foundation during 2020.

Dr Huat Seng Lim
The Hon Alan Demack AO
Dr Joseph Russell
Mr Robert  Fulcher (Deceased estate)  
Reading Group
Ms Jill Tame
Dr Barry Moore

E/Prof John Elkins AOM
Mr Don Gardiner
Colin & Betty Elworthy (Deceased estate)  
Mr Peter Jordan
KOCA
Mr Ben Hailes
Mr Clyde (Charles) McGilchrist
Dr Brett Robinson
Mr Benjamin Gowen
E/Prof John Elkins AOM
Dr Trevor Faragher
Mr Rodney Peters
Mr Jeff Byrne
Ms Jennifer McVeigh and Mr Charles Hart

Mr Greg Runge
Mr Paul & Mrs Lillian Kelly
Prof Tarun Sen Gupta
Dr Chris & Dr Elspeth Blenkin
Dr Fred and Mrs Tracey de Looze
Mr Greg & Mrs Thérèse Eddy
Mr Ian Skinner
Mr Scott Young
Mr Bob & Margaret Williams
Mr Ben Hailes
E/Prof John Elkins AOM
Mr Don Chandler
Mr Louis Pregno
Mr Mitchell Laughlin

A lasting memory for your loved one.

Incorporated into the Wensley Wing Memorial Gates, a plaque is a 
very special tribute that will last forever and ensures their legacy will 
live on within the King’s Community.

For more information contact the Foundation’s Executive Assistant,  
Ronda Eastall: r.eastall@kings.uq.edu.au, +61 7 3871 9600

NOTICE BOARD (FEBRUARY - JULY 2021)
Annual Presidents’ Dinner
February 6

Wise Wyverns’ Luncheon
March 24

King’s College Royal 
Variety Performance 
July 31
This event is in aid of the Foundation 
in showcasing the talents of current 
Kingsmen and Kingswomen.

"At Homes" 2021

Sydney 
Friday 11 March

Townsville 
Wednesday 12 May

Cairns 
Friday 14 May

London 
Saturday 26 June

Dr George Corones  
(King’s 1937- ’43)  
Passed away from natural 
causes just shy of his 102nd 
birthday in April this year. 
An iconic Masters swimmer, 
George competed at the 
2018 Commonwealth 
Games, becoming 
the first person 
aged 100 years 
or older to break 
the short course 
one-minute 
mark in the 
50m freestyle. 





ANNUAL APPEAL
For some students the opportunity to attend King’s would 
not be possible without the financial assistance provided 
by the College’s numerous Scholarships and Bursaries.

The focus again is to generate greater financial support for 
Kingsmen and Kingswomen.

Yes, I wish to Contribute (tick box above)

The sum of $ 

Name: 

Address: 

     I have enclosed a cheque payable to the King’s College Foundation  

OR 

Please debit my credit card    Visa     Mastercard

Name on Card: 

Card Number: 

Expiry: 

Signature: 

    I will make a direct debit to the Foundation account  
BSB 014 002  Acct# 836583349

Return address: The King’s College Foundation, Upland Road, St. Lucia, QLD 4067

Your Donation Options Are:       Malcolm Whyte Bursary Fund

  Platinum Club                Other (at the Master’s Discretion)
We need to 
help King's 
College support 
all students 
who are in 
financial need. 
The ANNUAL APPEAL is 
entirely focused on securing 
donations to the Foundation, 
and especially to the  

· Malcolm Whyte Bursary Fund 
Supporting new students

· Platinum Club Supporting 
Kingsmen and Kingswomen

No gift is too small – 
all gifts will support 
King's students.

"There’s no combination of words I 
could use to truly express how grateful 
I am for the financial assistance I have 

received during my first 2 years at 
King’s. The bursaries have made my 
time at college possible, as without 
them, I would surely be unable to 

make ends meet."

Toby Buckley (Sem 1 2019)

"College life has formed a central 
part of my graduate studies 
experience, one which I have 

embraced in full. While At King's I 
have had a wealth of opportunities 

to meet new people, make new 
friends, and explore new places and 

experiences."

Dylan Aikens (Sem 1 2019)




